
WE’VE MADE
IT HOME.



While We’ve come from different places, 
   it Was for all the same reasons.

let us tell you about it.

As we make our way up the hill and leave the city life behind, the Sonoran Desert opens, revealing pristine lakes framed by the Sierra Estrella Mountains, 

and we know we’re home in a place unlike any other. We didn’t just happen upon it, we were drawn to this oasis to create a meaningful life within the 

close-knit communities of Mountain Ranch, Montecito and CantaMia® where lasting friendships have made it home. 
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We had to live here!
Julie & chris Wright

We were born and raised in Tucson before Chris’ job with Lockheed Martin brought us  

to Goodyear. As we searched for the perfect first home, nothing seemed to fit. However, 

we were told about a place called EstrellaTM, just up the hill. As we rounded the curve we saw 

green palm trees, clear blue lakes and mountains that reminded us of home. It was 

beautiful, and we knew we had to live here.   

From the moment we moved in, our neighbors took us in with open arms. We’re always  

together, whether at the pool, picnicking at south lake park or having one of our  

soon-to-be legendary bicycle block parties. The kids hop on their bikes, scooters, 

wagons and every other wheeled machine, while we get to hang out and talk for hours. 

We love everything about our life here. estrella mountain church became our  

second home, with gatherings for the whole family, preschool for the kids, and the Mothers  

of Preschoolers support group to help out. Our latest addition gives us three kids and the need 

for more space. Looks like it’s time to find the new perfect home—in Estrella of course. 



We drove up the hill and fell in love.
Dennis & Angie Dayton

Angie and I were living in Utah when we first discovered EstrellaTM. We’d actually been looking for an escape from  

the long winters. When we saw an advertisement that showed a huge pool and water slide sitting on a gorgeous 

lake, we fell in love with Estrella, and bought a vacation home where we could get away. 

It turned out to be perfect for us, since our schedules were flexible enough for us to visit often. What we found was 

that we missed Estrella more and more when we were away, so we moved here permanently, into a house just three 

blocks from our favorite spot—starpointe residents club. There isn’t a better place to spend the day as a  

family, it seems we’re always there, playing in the water or at the estrella Youth center. And there’s even 

daycare for when we want to hit the gym.

The same things that made Estrella the ideal getaway make it the ideal place to live. We never have to leave the 

community to have fun—like we’re on vacation every day with tennis, lakes, parks. We even have our own market 

around the corner, where we’re always bumping into friends. We love the small town feel of this place—we all just 

kind of take care of each other. I can’t imagine finding another home like it. 



mY life moved outdoors.
amy vasquez

Nineteen years ago, I drove up the hill and said, Oh. My. Gosh!  This is paradise. Little did I know they’d 

only scratched the surface of what EstrellaTM would become. So much has changed, but it’s still the same 

oasis I fell in love with and is hands down the best place to raise kids. 

Estrella is tucked just enough away from the city, and I think this seclusion brings the community  

together. I was a single mom for most of Brendan’s 19 years, and amazing friends and after school  

programs like estrella Youth sports ensured I had plenty of help in raising him. Now Dan and I have 

started a new life here, and have a five-year-old son. I couldn’t imagine raising Caidan anywhere else.

This place makes it easy for me to wear many hats—from mom to Realtor® to triathlete to friend.            

I live an active life that’s mostly spent outdoors with different groups of friends, play groups at the park, 

poker nights with neighbors, zooming down the trails that we helped build and peaceful sunsets on the 

lake with my family. No matter where our day takes us, we’ve truly made it home. 



We’d grown tired of Ohio winters. Butch wanted to retire to the links and my job was flexible. 

We’d always loved Phoenix, so we drove all over searching for the right place. The minute we  

saw the lakes and beautiful golf course in EstrellaTM, I said, This is it!  We loved the quiet of 

the desert and just got that feeling that we’d made it home. 

After ten years, the feeling hasn’t changed, even if our life has. I finally retired, although now  

I have fun working at safeway part time and Butch still spends most days at his second  

home—the Golf club of estrella. Over the years we’ve met wonderful friends at neighborhood 

parties and community events that have become part of the family.  

One of the best changes came when our daughter and son-in-law decided to move to Estrella. 

Now we spend more time with our grandkids, picking them up from school and bringing them to 

our home on south lake where we swim in the pool, ride bikes, fish and even build rockets.  

Now, if only we can get the rest of our kids to move here too!

home Was here 
             WaitinG for us.

Butch & leslie Whittington



I’ve been a school principal in EstrellaTM for more than a decade. First at estrella  

mountain elementary and now I’m fortunate enough to be working with amazing  

teachers and students at Westar elementary. 

Our schools are a focal point for the families of Estrella. In fact, many choose their 

homes based solely on their children’s education. It’s top priority for them. And me too. 

The schools in Estrella rank among the best in the valley, yet now, with increasing 

competition, we are stepping up to ensure our students are on the path of success.  

For example, at Westar, we’ve shifted focus and become the first school in the area 

to offer the science, technology, engineering and math Magnet Program 

(STEM), which makes it possible for students to focus on a desired subject while 

gaining the problem-solving and critical-thinking skills it takes to be the leaders of 

tomorrow. With STEM, the vh1 music department and other innovative programs, 

we can ensure our students are prepared to excel in school today, in the future at 

estrella foothills high school, and in life down the road. 

We’re BuildinG tomorroW’s leaders.
principal dave Bogart, Westar elementary school



livinG in estrella is special.

visit us at estrella.com

EstrellaTM is perfect for all types of families. Whether you’re just starting out, a growing family, or looking to simplify, you’ll find homes built by some of the nation’s most respected  

builders. It’s the ideal place to create that meaningful life among friends in this desert oasis. We’ve made it home and we’re here to stay. We invite you to come make it your home too. 



Newland Communities is the largest private developer of planned residential and urban mixed-use communities in the United States. We believe it is our  
responsibility to create enduring, healthier communities for people to live life in ways that matter most to them. www.newlandcommunities.com 

10300 South Estrella Parkway | Goodyear, AZ 85338
877.386.6100 | Estrella.com

Access to, and use of, The Golf Club of Estrella is not included in the purchase of homes or homesites unless special arrangements have been made. • No guarantee can be made that completion of the Estrella community will proceed as described. • WARNING: THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF REAL ESTATE HAS NOT 
INSPECTED, EXAMINED, OR QUALIFIED THIS OFFERING. • NNP III-Estrella Mountain Ranch, LLC (‘Fee Owner’) is the creator of the Estrella Community (‘Community’). Certain home builders unaffiliated with the Fee Owner or its related entities (collectively ‘Newland’) are building homes in the Community (‘Builder(s)’). Newland is 

not co-developing, co-building or otherwise responsible for any of the obligations or representations of any of the Builders, and Newland shall have no obligations to any buyer regarding a home purchase from a Builder. Purchasers of homes from any of the Builders waive any claims against Newland arising out of their 
purchase transaction. • Prices, specifications, details, and availability of a builder’s new homes are subject to change without notice. • Obtain the HUD Property Report or its equivalent required by Federal and State law and read it before signing anything. No Federal or State agency has judged the merits or value, if any, 
of this property. A public report is available on the state real estate department’s website. © 2011 Newland Real Estate Group, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Thank you to the residents of Estrella for sharing your stories. 


